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The emergence of smart mobile devices has made it possible to significantly
enhance the language learning experience. This paper describes a
groundbreaking platform (dubbed Libera) that combines the strengths of
traditional bilingual parallel texts with the educational potential of the smart
tablet platform. Libera is a parallel text reader that enables Japanese speakers
learning English to read English texts without the need for tedious dictionary
lookups, providing a more enjoyable and therefore more effective learning

experience.

Libera employs an Interactive Parallel Text engine, a new form of hypertext
technology developed specifically for this platform. Up to four texts are
displayed side by side in a multi-panel interface for easy viewing. These panels
display the original English text, an idiomatic Japanese translation, an IPA
transcription, and an English-Japanese dictionary. The texts are precisely
linked at the segment (word or phrase) level: tapping a segment (bitext link) in
one panel simultaneously highlights the corresponding segment in all other
panels and at the same time generates additional information such as

vocabulary glosses, grammar notes, and recordings of native pronunciation.

Libera includes a dynamically linked context-sensitive dictionary. Tapping on a
bitext link not only retrieves the canonical form from any inflected form, but
also automatically selects and highlights the specific sense relevant to the

context, even for highly polysemous words.

The innovative mobile platform described here promises to transform the face

of learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL).
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